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Second  Nine Weeks 

World War II (Duration 6-8 Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. Political controversies between nations, resentment and aggression cause wars. 
2. In the 1930’s, dictators in Germany, Italy and Japan tried to conquer neighboring nations, sparking a new world war. 
3. The United States entered the war after Japanese planes bombed the American fleet at Pearl Harbor. 
4. As the United States organized to win the war, women gained new opportunities, but Japanese Americans faced harsh restrictions. 
5. The D-Day invasion of France was the first step to final victory in Europe, and the dropping of the atomic bomb brought the war to an end. 

Essential 
Questions: 

1. How have political ideologies of government in the past affected the present and the future? 
2. How did dictators acquire and expand power in Europe in the 1930’s? 
3. How did peaceful nations confront foreign aggressors in World War II? 
4. In what ways did men, women, and minorities support the war effort at home? 
5. What strategies did the Allies pursue in Europe and Africa to defeat the Axis powers in World War II? 
6. What was the turning point in the war in the Pacific and what led up to it? 

Vocabulary • European Front  
• Pacific Front 
• African Front  
• Home front 
• Treaty of Versailles  
• countries of Europe 
• USSR/Russia  
• Germany  
• Fascism                                    
• Nazism 
• Dictatorship  
• Totalitarian 
• Communism 
• Democracy/Republic  
• Hitler  
• Stalin 
• Mussolini 
• FDR  
• Truman, Etc. (WWII vocabulary is extensive) 
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Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S2 C8 PO2 

(PS) Analyze the major causes of WWII. 

 a. aggressive search for resources by Japan. 

 b. Political ideologies of Fascism & Nazism.  

c. Resentment toward the Treaty of Versailles. (Analyze) 

 

S3 C5 PO1 

(PS) Compare the different world governments and ideologies: 

 a. dictatorship  

b. totalitarian (fascist, Nazis)  

c. democracy  

d. Socialism  

e. Communism 

 

S2 C8 PO3 
(SS) Trace the series of invasions and conquests in the European and Pacific Theaters in 
World War II. 

 

S2 C8 PO4 

(PS) Describe the following events leading to the Allied victory:  

a. D-Day Invasion  

b. Battle of the Bulge  

c. Japanese defeat in Iwo Jima and Okinawa  

d. atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

 

S2 C8 PO5 (PS) Describe how racism and intolerance contributed to the Holocaust.  
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S3 C3 PO8 

(PS) Describe the impact of the following executive orders and decisions:  

a. Executive Order 9066 – creation of internment camps on U.S. soil   

b. Manhattan Project 

c. use of Atomic Bomb 

 

S2 C1 PO8 (PS) Analyze two points of view on the same historical event.  

S4 C4 PO3 (SS) Describe the characteristics and locations of various cultures throughout the world.  

S1 C1 PO5 
(SS) Interpret thematic maps, graphs, charts, and databases depicting various aspects of 
the United States and world regions. (Apply to regions studied.) 

 

S1 C8 PO4 Explain how the following factors affected the U.S. home front during World War II: 

a. war bond drives 

b. war industry 

c. women and minorities in the work force 

d. rationing 

e. internment of Japanese-, German-, and Italian –American 

 

S2 C1 PO4 (SS) Formulate questions that can be answered by historical study and research.  

S2 C1 PO6 (SS) Determine the credibility and bias of primary and secondary sources.  

S2 C8 PO1 (SS) Review the rise of totalitarianism in Europe following World War I.  
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S4 C2 PO4 
(SS) Identify how the role of the media, images, and advertising influences the perception 
of a place. 

 

S4 C2 PO5 (SS) Describe how a place changes over time. (Connect with content studied.)  

S4 C4 PO1 
(SS) Identify the push and pull factors (e.g., economic conditions, human rights conditions, 
famines, political strife/wars, natural disasters, changes in technology) that drive human 
migrations. 

 

S4 C4 PO2 (SS) Analyze the government’s role in economic recovery.  

S4 C4 PO4 
(SS) Describe the effects (e.g., economic, environmental, cultural, political) of human 
migrations on places and regions. 

 

S4 C1 PO1 
(SS) Construct maps, charts, and graphs to display geographic information.  Identify 
purposes and differences of maps, globes, aerial photographs, charts, and satellite 
images. 

 

S4 C1 PO2 (SS) Interpret maps, charts, and geographic databases using geographic information.  

S4 C1 PO3 
(SS) Locate physical and cultural features (e.g., continents, cities, countries, bodies of 
water, landforms, mountain ranges, climate zones) throughout the world. 

 

S4 C6 PO1 
(SS) Describe ways geographic features and conditions influence history. (Connect to time 
periods studied as well as current events.) 

 

S2 C1 PO1 (SS) Construct charts, graphs, and narratives using historical data.  

S2 C1 PO2 (SS) Interpret historical data displayed in graphs, tables, and charts.  

S2 C1 PO3 
(SS) Construct timelines (e.g., presidents/ world leaders, key events, people) of the 
historical era being studied. 
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S5 C3 PO2 (SS) Identify the effects of inflation on society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arizona’s College and Career Readiness Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Support Materials & 
Resources 

8 R 4 

Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social 
studies. 

The standard asks students to interpret the meaning of 
words and phrases as they read their social studies 
content, including their text and primary or secondary 
sources. Students use a variety of strategies (context 
clues, linguistic roots and affixes, restatement, examples, 
contrast, glossary, etc.) to determine the meaning of 
words and phrases in the text. The standard speaks 
specifically to domain-specific Tier Three words. 

Examples:  

• As students read about the structures of 
government, they identify the meanings of terms 
such as theocracy, dictatorship, republic, monarchy, 
democracy, anarchy.  
SS06-S3C5-01 
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• Students identify the meanings of the following 
economic terms as they are related to personal 
finance: mutual funds, bonds, lines of credit, financial 
planning.   

SS08-S5C5-02; SS08-S5C5-04, SS08-S5C5-08 

8 R 5 

Describe how a text presents 
information (e.g., sequentially, 
comparatively, causally). 

The standard asks students to determine how 
information is presented.  

Information that is presented sequentially is in 
chronological order. A comparative text uses comparison 
and contrast of two events, ideologies, or historical 
figures. A causal text examines the cause and effect of 
related events 

Examples: 

• Students describe how Russell Freedman in his 
book Freedom Walkers: The Story of the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott integrates and 
presents information both sequentially and 
causally to explain how the civil rights movement 
began. 
Common Core State Standards, Appendix B, p. 
100 http://corestandards.org/the-standards 

 

• Students read a text selection about how trade 
routes led to the exchange of ideas (e.g., religion, 
scientific advances, literature) between Europe and 
Asia during the 15th and 16th Centuries. They use a 
graphic organizer to find the cause and effect 
relationships. They describe the information as being 
presented causally. 
SS06-S2C1-07; SS06-S2C3-07 

• Students read the account of the Surrender at 
Appomattox Courthouse (The Gentlemen’s 
Agreement) which is found on the Appomattox 
Courthouse National Historical Park website (search 
for park at http://www.nps.gov/index.htm). In this 
document events of this day that ended the Civil War 

 

http://corestandards.org/the-standards
http://www.nps.gov/index.htm


 
 

Higley Unified School District  Social Studies Grade 8 Revised Aug. 2015 

are chronicled. Students conclude the information is 
presented sequentially. 
SS07-S1C6-02 

• Students read in their text about the process of how 
a bill becomes a law at the federal and state level. 
After identifying similarities and differences in the 
two processes, they determine the selection 
presents the information comparatively. 

SS08-S3C3-02 

 

8 W 4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 

Produce clear and coherent 
functional writing (e.g., formal letters, 
envelopes, procedures, labels, 
timelines, graphs/tables, 
experiments, maps, captions, charts, 
diagrams) in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience 

• Students create a map identifying the locations and 
dates of major battles of the American Civil War 
(e.g., Bull Run, Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg). 
SS07-S1C6-02 

• Students create a table comparing two regions 
studied (Nile Valley, Indus Valley, Mesopotamia, 
China) using the criteria of climate, landforms, and 
vegetation. 
SS06-S4C2-01 

• Students choose a viewpoint in regard to a recent 
local government decision and write a letter to the 
editor supporting their view. 
SS06-S3C4-03; SS07-S3C4-03; SS08-S3C4-03 

 

 

8 W 5 

With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, focusing on 
how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed. 

This standard addresses students developing and 
strengthening their writing through the writing process 
with a focus on purpose and audience. Writing in social 
science utilizes an academic voice and is mostly non-
fiction and formal. At this level the writing process can be 
supported by peers and adults. 

Examples: 
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• Students research a current, local environmental 
issue and write about how the changes in the natural 
environment affect human activities. The students 
interview people who were impacted by the issue 
and include their experiences in the writing. 
SS06-S4C5-03; SS07-S4C5-07 

• Students read about government policies and 
programs dealing with the present economic 
condition and write an analysis of the impact of those 
policies and programs on the economic recovery. 
SS08-S5C3-03 

 


